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THE STARWOOD-OPERATED Le Méridien Abu Dhabi hotel
has nine restaurant and bar offerings, including its signature
eatery, The Latest Recipe, which reopened this year.
Located in the Emirate’s Tourist Club Area, it was created
by design agency Silverfox Studios as a contemporary all-
day dining experience. Key to the environment are 'live
action’ stations where the latest culinary trends from
around the world are showcased. ‘The design is informal,
colourful, upscale, though importantly casual-fun,’ says
Silverfox partner and co-design director Patrick Waring.

The restaurant includes multiple interactive cooking
stations where guests can and are encouraged to engage
with chefs in creating their own menu. ‘Silverfox has
created multiple dining experiences for guests through
creative planning, level change, indoor/outdoor areas, a
partially separated bar area and even dining both in and
behind the kitchen areas,’ says partner and co-designer
Suan Heng. ‘This enables returning guests to enjoy an
unexpected experience each time they visit.”

So for example the Patisserie has banquettes covered

The Latest

in richly coloured fabric, mosaic flooring and granite
counters. A ‘green wall’ of vegetation is interspersed in the

Abu Dhabi,
by Silverfox
Studios

ceiling. guests are shielded from the interactive
cooking display areas by subtle low-level glass partitions.

Key to the kitchens’ success is the lighting design. In
order to draw attention to the exposed show kitchens,
lighting consultancy Project Lighting Design in Singapore
introduced barrisol-clad artificial skylights. ‘We used DMX
controlled RGB lighting to create dynamic sky effects that
suggest moving clouds, sunsets and such like, says Peggy
Tan of PLD. The lighting consultancy was also briefed by
Silverfox to avoid the use of conventional-looking
downlights, and to avoid glare.

To achieve this we chose to use Precision Lighting
spotlights, which were made in beautifully machined brushed
aluminium finish, and came with excellent glare control,”
explains Tan. They are housed in thick metal channels
framing the skylights and are expressed as integral elements
of the skylights. ‘We like how the lights lend a theatrical touch
to key show kitchen and dining spaces,” she adds.




